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Abstract :

Southern Thailand is characterized by its cultural, linguistic, ethnic
and religious specificity, which differs from the Thai nationalism, which
exalts the Thai identity, language and Buddhist religion. As a result,
Thailand followed a policy of assimilation to eliminate cultural differ-
ences between minorities, but Malay Muslims objected this matter, as
they are adhering to their distinction, Hence, disputes emerged between
the two sides, leading to increase the intensity and cost of the conflict
between them.

The study seeks to show the development of separatist movements in
southern Thailand, the factors that led to their emergence, and the pol-
icies of Thai governments since 2004 to deal with the violence erupting
in the region.

The study relies on the group’s approach, to focus on the separatist
movements as a basis for understanding the interactions that take place
within the Thai political system.

The study concluded that the main reason for the emergence of
separatist movements is state’s attempts to assimilate the Malays. The
study also concluded that the government should follow conciliatory
policies and try to make concessions to the Malay, especially with regard
to language rights and respect their distinction.

Key words: Malay Thailand - Southern Thailand - Separatist Move-

ments - Assimilation policy - public policies.
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