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The Central Asian region maintains strong relations with many important
regional powers in the current international system, including the European
Union. These relations have been framed through numerous contractual
frameworks between the two parties, most notably the strategy proposed
by the European Union in 2019 regarding the partnership with Central
Asia, as well as the agreements signed between the Union and Central Asian
countries at the bilateral level. In light of the current global geopolitical
developments, as well as the uncertainty prevailing in the global economy,
and in an indication of the two parties' intention to deepen and strengthen
their political partnership and move it to new horizons, and with the aim
of strengthening relations in all fields and enhancing regional cooperation
in confronting common challenges, the first summit of its kind between
Central Asia and the European Union was held in the city of Samarkand
in Uzbekistan, on April 3 and 4, 2025, with the participation of the leaders
of the five Central Asian countries - Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan,
Turkmenistan, and Uzbekistan - European Commission President Ursula
von der Leyen and European Council President Anténio Costa.

This summit gained its importance from the geopolitical importance
and enormous natural and mineral resources enjoyed by the Central Asian
region, while the European Union, consisting of 27 countries, is one of the
strongest and largest regional blocs in the current international system. The
summit resulted in raising relations between the two parties to the level of
strategic partnership, and launched an aid package worth $13.2 billion for
Central Asia. Although the summit is an important step towards building
a sustainable and beneficial strategic partnership for Central Asia and the
European Union, based on common interests, mutual trust and the desire for
common development, there are several fundamental challenges that may
affect the success of the partnership between Central Asia and the European

Union in achieving the desired goals and results.
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